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Air Quality Control, Ministry of Environment, Greece 

 

Questionnaire concerning mitigation measures 

(National Centre of Scientific Research “Demokritos”, Greece) 

 

1. Which measures for the improvement of air quality and especially for the reduction of 

particulate pollution are currently being used?  

A number of mitigation measures have been adopted for the long-term abatement of air 

pollution, targeting at all air pollutant emission sources. Their implementation is the 

responsibility of the Ministry for the Environment, as well as other Ministries and agencies. The 

most important measures are presented below: 

 Implementation of Best Available Techniques (BAT) in industrial activities 

 Reduction of emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) emissions from small and 

large scale industrial facilities that use organic solvents 

 Operation of the Environmental Inspectors Office, for control of compliance with 

environmental terms 

 Promotion of the use of natural gas in the residential, industrial and tertiary sector 

 Use of more environment-friendly fuels by vehicles, such as the use of natural gas in buses 

 Promotion of the use of new technology vehicles (such as hybrid vehicles) 

 Renewal of public transportation fleet (buses and taxis),  management of vehicles at the end 

of life cycle  

 Withdrawal of old technology two-wheel vehicles (classed before 1995) 

 Emission control from vehicles and combustion installations 

 Adoption of the Emission Control Card (promotion of its implementation through the 

establishment of private Centers for the Technical Control of Vehicles) 
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 Measures aiming at the reduction of private cars’ use and the improvement of vehicular 

traffic 

o Improvement of the design of the public transportation itineraries 

o Construction of the Metro system in Athens and extension of its lines, construction of 

suburban railway systems  in Athens and Thessaloniki 

o Adoption of special traffic lanes for public transportation vehicles 

 Control measures for VOC emission during all stages of storage and transport of fuels, 

through the implementation of vapor recovery system 

 Measures for the improvement of fuel quality 

 Implementation of the Emission Control Card regulation for two-wheel vehicles 

 

2. What are the most effective measures, especially in southern European urban 

environments?  

 

3. How and how frequent do you evaluate their effect?  

There is no evaluation procedure / system for each control measure. The general evaluation is 

performed through assessment of air quality on a yearly basis. 

4.     Should further mitigation measures be considered? 

Definitely, since compliance with limit values is not attained. 

5.  Which measures are you willing to test and apply? e.g. 

•     street washing 

•     application of dust suppressants 

Both measures could be applied, with a simultaneous cost-effect analysis. Their effectiveness 

could be limited (e.g. for Athens) if we consider the great contribution of resuspended dust from 

the surrounding land which is stripped from vegetation, as well as the transport of dust from arid 

areas of the country. 




