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The main objective of the meeting was to inform the Ministry of Environment, Energy & 

Climate Change (MEECC) regarding the beginning of work on AIRUSE project, for which the 

Ministry, and in particular its Directorate General for Air and Noise Pollution Control - 

Department of Air Quality, has expressed interest to participate as stakeholder.  Mr. N. Manalis, 

Head of the Directorate General, Mrs I. Tsilibari, Head of the Air Quality Department and Mr. 

A. Adamopoulos have participated as representatives of the Ministry. In addition, Dr K. 

Eleftheriadis, Dr. Th. Maggos and Dr. E. Diapouli, all members of N.C.S.R. “Demokritos” team, 

attended the meeting. A signed list of participants is attached. 

Initially, Dr. Eleftheriadis gave a short presentation on the main objectives, actions and expected 

outcome of AIRUSE project. He underlined the important contribution of the Ministry of the 

Environment towards the successful implementation of the project, in terms both of 

documentation of current situation as well as future utilization of the project’s results and 

suggestions. Mr. Manalis has confirmed the Ministry’s interest on the project and their intent to 

support its implementation.  



Following Dr. Eleftheriadis’s presentation, Dr. Th. Maggos provided the Ministry’s 

representatives with an update on the work progress regarding the development of standard 

methods for PM measurements by the Technical Committee CEN/TC 264, in which he is 

participating. He provided them as well with draft versions of the documents: “Ambient air - 

Standard gravimetric measurement method for the determination of the PM10 or PM2.5 mass 

concentration of suspended particulate matter” (prEN 12341) and “Ambient air - Automated 

continuous systems for the measurement of the concentration of particulate matter (PM10; 

PM2.5)” (FprCEN/TS 16450). The documents are expected to be finalized in 5 years. Mrs. 

Tsilibari and Mr. Adamopoulos expressed their interest, especially in view of the planned 

purchase of new optical instruments by the Ministry. Dr. K. Eleftheriadis commented on the pros 

and cons of optical instruments, mainly their ability to monitor efficiently short-term variations 

and the need to calibrate the measured concentrations by gravimetric measurements. 

Mrs. Tsilibari and Mr. Adamopoulos discussed on problems regarding instruments’ maintenance 

and the operation of regional stations. Dr. Eleftheriadis mentioned a measurements campaign 

conducted some years ago in Megalopoli, where a number of metal constituents were also 

quantified. Mrs. Tsilibari expressed the Ministry’s interest in acquiring this data, especially 

regarding the metals included in the Directive (Ni, As, Pb and Cd). Dr. Eleftheriadis agreed to 

provide the available data. 

Dr. Eleftheriadis presented Mrs. Tsilibari and Mr. Adamopoulos with a small questionnaire 

regarding the present control measures implemented by the government, the methods for 

assessing their effects, if any, as well as some suggestions for future mitigation measures. In 

addition, he requested some information on industrial emissions. The MEECC representatives 

agreed to provide all available information. Practices involving the reduction of dust 

resuspension, adopted in Spain, Austria and Italy, were discussed (street cleaning, application of 

liquid Calcium-Magnesium-Acetate as dust-binder). Mr. Adamopoulos asked what percent of 

PM may be attributed to soil / road dust and whether these measures are really effective. Dr. 

Eleftheriadis replied that in Athens 20 – 30 % of PM may correspond to this source. Mrs. 

Tsilibari enquired after the contribution of sea salt and Dr. Eleftheriadis replied that this source is 

also not negligible in Athens. 



Regarding control measures, Mrs Tsilibari commented that the adopted measures are usually not 

planned specifically for the reduction of concentration levels of one or more pollutants. They 

form part of a general planning based on a number of parameters. More information on this 

subject will be provided through the questionnaire. Mrs. Tsilibari also commented on the need to 

follow the specific instructions on measurements included in the relevant Directives, so that the 

data submitted by the Ministry are accepted by E.C. 

The meeting closed with Dr. Eleftheriadis thanking the Ministry’s representatives for their 

support and assistance.  






